DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE
WAsHINGTON 25, D. C.

IN REPLYING, ADDRESS THE
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

REFER TO:
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Dear Congressman Fogarty:
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Tn vour letter of Mareh 25, 195k, vou asked for some comment
on am,edi@ rial entitled, "M@ntal Health Crisis: Theras

There i8 growing interest in providing 1} betbter treaztment
services in m@ntal hospitals, ?2) services that will reduce the number
nf admissions to mental hospitals, and 3) aftercars services to
nimize hospital W@aﬁmj%51aﬁmw The editorial recogrizes thal there
a need for sppropriate physical facilities, for improved treaiment
services that will ahgﬁm an the length of hospital stay, end for clinle
services, This editorial points oubt thal some people have become too
““@ﬂcﬁuplpﬁ with mT@W1ﬁimz additional bulldi: ps ané nob encagh intey-

esbed in improving the treatment services in the hos spitals and in the
eomminities, Additional pHYanal facilitlies are noly as mh@ editorial
n@ﬂnus oul, "the only answer®, iﬁ a
aal need for additional physieca
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One might get the impressicon that the mmber of admissions to
merbal hospita 1

8 114 be reduced considerably by having communlty
Dsy@hiahwié @lmnicsa The majority of patients treated in community
clinies have mental disorders of a ﬁ%”fer@mm type and usually less
incapacitabing then those that require hospital treatment,
& some pablants who would have to be admitted to s hospital if
clinic services were not availabls in the community, One study has
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indicated that % percent of the patisnts treated in a community clinic
wowld have reguived hospitalizstion 17 inie treabment hed not been
lehle, It was estimabed thet the savirgs that resulted from nobh
having to hospitalize thess pabtientswere almost enough to pay the
antire cost of th@ elinic,

I thought you might be interested in having a copy of "4 Ten
Point Program of the National Gavmwr %“ Confersnce on Mental HealthY:
a copy of this is attached,
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I hope that these use Lo yvou.
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on. John %, Fogarty
House of Representabives
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vashington 25, b, ©.
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